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CATHOLIC ARCHDIOCES OF OWERRI 
 

Villa Assumpta, P.O. Box 85, Owerri - Imo State. 
Website: www.owarch.org.ng; Email: adminsec@owarch.org.ng 

          Date: 28/03/2020 

Our Ref:……………………………    Your Ref:………………………………… 

With Faith in God 

We face the Coronavirus (covid-19) pandemic 

An Update on the Owerri Archdiocesan Directives 

To the Clergy, Religious and Laity 

On Saturday the 14th March, 2020, during the first meeting of the Owerri 

Archdiocesan Pastoral Council, I issued directives on what we were to do in order to 

prevent the coronavirus infection from affecting our people and spreading among 

them in the Church context and possibly beyond. The coronavirus (COVID-19) 

pandemic is real and has led to many deaths in China, Europe, America and Africa. In 

order to confront this pandemic, we as Christ’s faithful of the Catholic Church need to 

draw from the faith, wisdom and courage of Christians in the past. As they prayed to 

our merciful God and worked for the good of all – Christians and non-Christians alike, 

they readily sacrificed themselves in helping and caring for so many even in the midst 

of plagues worse than the coronavirus pandemic. 

While relying essentially on the resources of our Catholic Faith to deal with this 

pandemic, we must equally take reasonable safeguards to protect our bodily health 

and take into consideration useful guidelines. 

With this background and in the face of upcoming liturgical events in our 

Archdiocese, I hereby update the directives earlier given: 

1. All churches are to remain open for Holy Mass and for personal devotion 

since Our Lord Jesus Christ in the Blessed Sacrament is our ultimate source 

of strength, hope and refuge, in life and in death. 

2. Every Catholic should seek to live and remain in the state of grace, profitting 

regularly from the Sacrament of Reconciliation and Holy Communion. 
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3. Priests should be available to pray for the people through daily Holy Mass 

with or without a congregation. 

4. Priests should be more available for the people’s Confession, making judicious 

and regular use of screened confessionals. 

5. Weekday Holy Mass should last 30 minutes with no more than 3 minutes 

exhortation. 

6. Sunday Holy Mass should last 70 minutes with no more than 10 minutes 

exhortation in written form. A healthy distance between Christ’s faithful at 

Holy Mass should be maintained. More Holy Masses may be added to 

decongest the congregation 

7. The Kiss of Peace will now be expressed by bowing to the left and to the 

right to each other without stretching out the hand. 

8. Holy Communion will continue to be received on the tongue with the usual 

reverence. Every priest must wash his hand properly with soap before 

distributing Holy Communion. Mass servers must sanitize their hands too. 

Every communicant must keep his/her tongue and mouth clean even before 

coming to Church. When the priest comes to the communicant and says “the 

Body of Christ”, the communicant should silently say “Amen” by bowing 

his/her head and bringing out the tongue to receive Holy Communion. 

9. Sanitizers are to be provided at the entrance of the Church to enable Church 

members to keep clean. 

10. Mothers’ Sunday slated for the 5th Sunday of Lent, 29th March 2020, is 

postponed indefinitely. Parishes that may not conveniently postpone theirs may 

go ahead with it but in a simplified and modest form. 

11. The Cathedraticum Support. 

Each parish, chaplaincy, sodality and organization will pay in their support fund 

into the designated Archdiocesan account beginning from Monday 30th March 

2020. Arrangements should be made with the Archdiocesan Finance office for 

the transfer of non-monetary materials. 

12. Chrism Mass 

The Chrism Mass this year will be celebrated modestly with fewer persons in 

attendance, namely: the thirteen Episcopal Vicars, the Vicar for Religious, the 

expanded executive of the Archdiocesan Council – Pastoral and Finance, four 

representatives each from the C.M.O, C.W.O, C.Y.O.N, and Mary league. Five 

male religious and five female religious will also attend. 

The Holy oils from the Chrism Mass will be collected from the Secretariat 

within the days following. 

13. Palm Sunday Celebration. 
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The celebration with palms is to be done within each parish Church without any 

procession. The blessing of the palms is needed in view of next year, God 

willing. 

14.  Holy Thursday – Mass of the Last Supper – Evening. 

This will be celebrated in the normal way without the washing of feet. Holy 

Mass will end normally without any procession with the Blessed Sacrament. 

The Blessed Sacrament will be reposed in the usual tabernacle. After the 

removal of the altar cloth only from the main altar, the participants will leave 

quietly. 

Only the priest and a few parishioners living in the premises will remain for 

adoration. 

15.  Good Friday – Veneration of the Cross 

The Stations of the Cross will go on either in the Church or in the field while 

observing reasonable human distance. 

The Passion will only be read. 

To the ten intercessions will be added – “A prayer for those affected, afflicted 

and scared by the coronavirus pandemic”. 

After the Cross is unveiled three times on the steps of the Altar only the chief 

celebrant will venerate with a kiss. Thereafter the Cross will be raised for a 

general reverence and veneration. 

 

16.  Easter Vigil 

a) There will be no lighting of fire and no procession into the Church. The 

Paschal Candle will be lit in its usual position by the chief celebrant. The 

Exultet will be read or sung without incensation. 

b) The final Rites of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) is hereby 

postponed. After the Gospel, the Homily follows and then the Renewal of 

Baptismal Vows. Holy Mass continues as usual. 

17.  Easter Sunday 

Holy Mass will be celebrated as usual with the Renewal Promises. On this 

Sunday, Easter season starts and so do the prayers Nuriwa Eze Nwanyi nke 

Eligwe and  Rejoice O  Queen of Heaven. 

 

18.  The above directives are temporary measures to respond to the emergency 

situation in which we live. As events unfold, we will give further directives to 

help and guide our people. 

19.  At the end of Holy Mass, the song “Maria k’icheta anyi n’ikpere 

oshimiri…” should be intoned. 
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Conclusion: 

We live by faith as children of God not by undue fear and panic. We will continue to 

take healthy precautions as much as is possible and available. But remember, no 

matter how much precaution we take, God is the owner of our lives which will be 

surrendered to Him finally in ways beyond our rational calculation. The mystery or 

mysteries of our Faith aid us spiritually and physically and in ways beyond our human 

efforts. So let us continue to have faith in God and exhibit charity to one another as we 

together face the coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic. 

“God of mercy and compassion look with pity upon us”. 

“O Mary Mother of Mercy and Health of the Sick shield us with your Holy and 

Immaculate mantle and ever pray for us now and at the hour of our death – Amen”. 

 

Most Rev. Anthony J.V. Obinna 

Archbishop of Owerri 

28th March 2020. 


